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Results of the Downtown Colonial Beach

DHCD VA Main Street Commercial District Affiliates and
Virginia Downtown Grants

Presented to community members and the Colonial Beach Town Council, October 20, 2021



PURPOSE

» Create designs to guide and inspire
potential investors

» Produce a marketfing prospectus to
recrult new retail fo the downtown
and commercial core



RESULTS

» Streetscapes of the downtown we'd like to
see. Bullding designs for property owners

» Compelling marketing prospectus

» Foundation of a downtown revitalization
plan with:

- Reasonable projects that could anchor the
downtown's character

- Meet many community needs

- Build a year-round customer base for
businesses INn our commercial core



MADE POSSIBLE BY:

Edward Hart

Raised the matching
funds to qualify for the
grant

Jackie Steward

Graphic Interiors Inc.,
Building, Streetscape
and Marketing
Prospectus Designer

Other
Collaborators

Approach, text, and editing:
Board of Downtown Colonial
Beach

Grant Writing Collaboration: Jim
Bell, DCB past president.

Editorial Assistance: Susan French
Gennace, Flack Shack

Reviewers:

Brian Baker, UMW Small Business
Development Center

Robin Schick, Mayor

India Adams-Jacobs, Town
Manager

Input:

Citizens and businesses of Colonial
Beach, Community Foundation,
COC, Artists” Guild, Historical
Society and other members of the
Alliance of Community
Organizations.



DESIGNS AND CONCEPTS

Historic Preservation & creative
reuse of historic buildings

Retro motels - Might carryover style
to the Boardwalk

Retail & restaurants on first floor

Second story rentals fo augment
retail income, meet housing needs

Jump on “Destination Retail”
opportunities

If need to rebuild, reference historic
style

Continue Hawthorn transformation
with beautification, upscale
restaurant & distinctive shops

A Vision for the Future of our Downtown Commercial Core

Downtown Colonial Beach, the community’s Main Street Affiliate, initiated an effort to “envision™ a downtown that would
be beautiful and vibrant reflecting residents’ pride and joie de vivre about living in Colonial Beach,
preserve its historic, small town character, and respond to community needs reflected in the
town's Comprehensive Plans (2009 and 2021 draft) and other surveys. A grant awarded by the
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) enabled us to translate

these thoughts and sentiments into renderings to inspire and guide the

new investors and businesses we hope to attract to help us realize this

vision in our downtown and commercial core. Realistically, we don’t

believe that an infusion of additional retail stores and restaurants

would in and of themselves become a year-round tourist draw. But

when combined with other attractions like the beach, boating,

fishing, historic sites, hiking and naturalist activities that build

upon each other, together they add up to an appealing

package that is more than the sum of its parts.

‘e celebrate the historic renovations of our mid-century motels. A local icon, Doc’s Motor Court built in 1948, 1s slated for a historic
renovation. The “Retro” restoration of the Riverview Inn (below), awakened interest and confidence in the downtown’s potential.

‘With a creative “adaptive reuse;” the distinctive

become a showpiece In the downtown.

‘We envision a deteriorating old garage
charmingly renovated into a replica of
its former self to house interesting shops
or a gallery (above).

Hawthom St. (right) with Its inviting shops, 5
gallery, restaurant, museum and playhouse
could play a starring role in the downtown
revitalization.




DESIGNS AND CONCEPTS

» Small scale developments of rental over
retail

» |dentify just the right paint colors

» Find spaces for small conferences and
meetings for customers weekdays and
during off-seasons

» Explore whether charming features and
design flourishes allowable under tax
credits

» Reinterpret historic features in novel ways

» Build Municipal and Recreation Center,
rental development to replace blight,
Increase year-round foot traffic

» Coordinate landscaping for four season
color




MARKETING
PROSPECTUS &
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY

» Explicit about recruiting retaill

» Offering something old, but
also new and exciting
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Be part of an exciting new chapter
in the history of the beautiful beach town
of Colonial Beach, VA!

This marketing brochure was produced to further stimuiate economic vitality in the downtown and commercial core of Colonial
Beach, VA. The intent is to provide market assurance and preservation-based design concepts and guidance for new developers,
retailers and other businesses locking for promising opportunities. The project was initiated by Downtown Colonial Beach,
the community’s Main Street America Affiliate program, and was funded by the VA Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) VA Main Street Commercial District Affiliates and Virginia Downtown grants. The grant was
matched by generous contributions from the citizens of Colonial Beach.
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(Photo cowrtesy of Mary Carter)
he Town of Colonial Beach, Virginia (CBVA), hasarich
history and storied past. By preserving and building upon
it, the town has an equally vibrant future--one that you can be
apart of!

Steamboat mural
Steamboat era tn

Colonial Beack during the
date nincteenth and cary
twemticth century depicted
om one of the downtown’s
maRy marals

(Photo courtesy of

Mary Carter)
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Hisoric picture of the Beno Castno during pamblings
heyday mid-century (Photo courtesy of the Colomial
Beach Muscum)
In the late 19th and early 20th century, Colonial Beach flour-
ished as a popular riverside resort with steamboats bringing
in tourists from Washington, DC and Baltimore. The town
experienced a resurgence mid-twentieth century and earned
the moniker, the “Little Las Vegas”” when a quirk in MD law
temporarily legalized gambling on the waterfront for nearly
adecade.

Now; once again, Colonial Beach is a town for the times with
people of all ages favoring an active lifestyle where they live
and where they travel. Swimming, boating, fishing, walking,
biking, and hiking are all part of everyday life in Colonial
Beach. Today’s travelers savor the natural world, open space
and observing wildlife. There is also a renewed appreciation
for the authentic and original, for history and the historic
buildings that reveal it. Recent designation of the Colonial
Beach downtown as a National Historic District affirms the
town’s significant history and will further its preservation.

”

(Photo courtesy of Mary Carter)

Colonial Beach is a promising

location for your business!

(Photo courtesy of fadkle Steward)
Colonial Beach offers all that and more. It’s a historic beach
town on the Potomac River, a port-of-call for recreational
boaters and watermen, a golf cart community, art and music
haven, foodie destination, bird sanctuary, and base camp for
exploring notable Colonial and early American sites nearby.

But Colonial Beach is more than just fun and games. With
Washington, DC, 65 miles away and Richmond, VA, 70
miles away, it is already benefitting from the telecommuting
trend (which accelerated during the pandemic) since home-
based employees here can readily reach metropolitan
employers.

The town is also close to other major employment centers.
7,500 military and civilian employees work at the nearby
Naval Support Facility Dahlgren. “Beach” residents also
bring back income from jobs in the 300,000 person strong
Greater Fredericksburg area just 45 minutes away.
Fredericksburg residents head this way for recreation.

We invite you to join other investors and retailers who are
finding Colonial Beach to be fertile ground for new ventures
during this exciting time of growth, adding to the solid
foundation of shops, restaurants and entertainment venues
that have already earned loyal patrons over the years.

HIGHLIGHT STRENGTHS

> Historic riverside resort
> Mid-century gaming mecca

»> Once again, a town for the
times

- For today’s active lifestyle

- Renewed interest in history
and nature.
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Several indicators point to a town on an upward trajectory.
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Colonial Beach has been dubbed the
“Playground of the Potomac.”

(Photo courtesy of Mary Carter)
There are so many ways for people to enjoy
themselves here.

Savor Chesapeake Bay favorites, crabs, oysters, and rockfish, and
a variety of ethnic culsines at award winning restaurants.

Sip wine under a vine covered pergola at alocal bistro, or quaff
craft beers while listening to rockabllly, country or folk music.
One-of-a-kind coffee houses are centers for soclalizing,

Sunbathe on our beautiful beach, then take a cooling dip before
drying off under a palm tree.

Dance in the sand at the Tiki bars that feature popular regional
bands.

Try off-track betting at the Riverboat Restaurant and Casino,
carrying on a mid-20th century gaming tradition. An expansion
of gaming opportunities may be on the horizon.

Sleep In lxurious B&Bs in restored mansions or historic homes,
a 1950s retro boutique hotel, beach cottage vacation rentals, a
campground or RV park. Shop in antique and beach shops.

Paddle a canoe, kayak or paddleboard along the Potomac,
Monroe Bay, inlets and creeks. Take out your sailboat,
motorboat, or jet ski from one of the many marinas.

Just cutside CBVA, in the Northern Neck, are 1000s of miles of
unspolled shoreline; state parks and nature preserves with trails
for walking, hiking, biking and birdwatching, as well as historic

Birdwetchers om a trail at George Wiashington birthplace, comsidered a premere
site on the Northern Neck for birding observation.
(Phofo courtesy of Joyce Retmherr)
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{Photo cowrtesy of Mary Carter)

(Photo courtesy of Joyce Retmaerr)
Festivals Draw Crowds Every Season of the Year.
From birdwatchers to bikers, Colonial Beach has festivals and events
for every taste and interest, and is continually coming up with more.
Spring
« The newly inaugurated “Osprey Festival® sponsored by Down-
town Colonial Beach attracts nature lovers in early spring.
Colonial Beach is a bird sanctuary and home to a multitude of
breeding cspreys from mid-March through September.
Summer
The Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce shines when it comes to
sponsoring popular festivals and events throughout the year. These
are thelr summer festtvals.
« Potomac River Festival
Father’s Day Classic Car Show
Annual Rod Run to the Beach
‘Water Fest
Arts and Crafts Festival

The Town of Colowial Beach hosts a Bolivisn dancers are a highlght of
spectacular fireworks display om Juiy th the Riverfest Parsde that ktcks off
attended by apwands of 20,000 people. the summer seasom.
(Phofo courtesy of Rob Rudick) (Photo courtesy of Rob Rudick)
Autamn
« The Beach Music Arts And Mentoring Progranys free
Labor Day Concert
« Northern Neck Beach Music Concert sponsored by the
Colonial Beach Foundation
« The Chamber of Commerce Colonial Beach Bike Fest brings
in thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts every October
Winter
« A delightfully lighted Santa’s Wonderland is set up in the middle
of town for the whole month of December. It becomes the site
for a Winter Festival and culmination of a holiday parade.
On-going:
« The Second Friday Art Walk is a moathly tradition featuring
new works at local art galleries and art spaces throughout the
downtown.

Heritage tourism generates $7.7 billion annually in Virgin-
a. Designation of the downtown of Colonial Beach asa
National Historic District and the rest of the Northern Neck
as a National Heritage Area will open up a new frontier for

. The Northern Neck Tourism
Commission is expected to launch a major promotional
campaign once the Heritage Area is declared.

Westmoreland County VA has been called the birthplace

of the nation. Within 16 miles of Colonial Beach are the
birthplaces of three presidents, more than anywhere elsein
the United States. Faithful replica’s of the Washington and
Monroe homes have been constructed, with Washington’s
home open for tours much of the week year-round. The
grounds of the ancestral Monroe Plantation are likewise
open year-round, while the home and Visitor’s Center are
currently open summer weekends. On the foundation of the
1670s plantation where Madison was born is the exquisitely
restored and fascinating Belle Grove Plantation built in 1791
and now a bed and breakfast.

The Strstford Hail Great Howse (Photo courtesy of Stratford Hail)
The area is also notable for the Lee Family ancestral
home, Stratford Hall. While Robert E. Lee was born here, one
of his ancestors built this magnificent plantation house that is
a restoration of the original, not a replica. What is little known
is that other ancestors who lived there played a crucial role in
spurring and waging America’s fight for independence. Tours
also highlight the lives and contributions of the enslaved and
indentured people who made the bricks and built the Great
House, as well as the lives of women in the Lee family.

Presicient fames Monroe Birthplace (Photo cosrtesy of Bucky Doerr)

Destination Downtown Colonial Beach | Marksting Brochure

The Museum at Colonial Beach

chronicles the town’s history with

permanent and changing exhibits.

There have been displays of

recovered artifacts documenting

a Native American presence

dating to 500 B.C,, long before

John Smith visited the area : 1

during his voyage of discovery Detafl of the Watermen’ exhibit at

in 1608. the Colonfai Beach acseums.
(Photo cowrtesy of foyce Retmherr)

One of the permanent exhibits highlights the town’s color ful

maritime past and “watermen” culture. This includes being

the epicenter of the century-long Potomac River Oyster Wars

that lasted from the 19th Century to the 1960s. Photographs

and artifacts also showcase the town’s heydays during the

Steamboat and gambling eras. Its extensive collection makes

possible changing exhibits that zero in on unique facets of life

in earlier times.

A walking tour brochure available at the Museum and via cell
phone directs visitors to some of the grand, late Victorian and
Edwardian mansions that recall Washington, DC’s wealthy
magnates who incorporated the town in 1892 and turned it
into a popular riverside resort during the late 19th and early
20th century. One sach building is the summer home of
Alexander Graham Bell’s family (originally built for Colonel
J.O.P. Burnside, son of Union General Ambrose Burnside). It is
a Virginia Historic Landmark, listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. Another is the home of the first mayor of
Colonial Beach, the beautifully restored Dennison Street Inn.

The Bell House (Photo courtesy of Mary Carter)
Now a new era has begun, one in which the past is remem-

bered, and new stories are being made!

*(Note: The Colonial Beach Museum is currently open on
summer weekends. As heritage tourism expands, the hope
is that all historic sites will be expanding their hours.)

There are so many ways to enjoy oneself here, but, we point out, not just in
summer anymore. High season for naturalists can be Sept. through May. Boaters
still come in the fall and spring. Historic sites are open year-round. Festivals are
held every season of the year.
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7% I Co Colonial Beach is in the news. Add your business to our town’s on-going story.
» 2 :

owning and operating a business in CBVA seamless and lucrative. When you arrive you'll find a
town committed to supporting you.

Formulation of an economic development strategy.
I Vigorously pursuing state and federal community development funding.
"’,‘.""E'Ezj i Kooy wi Municipal and additional development projects to increase year-round retail trade downtown.
Commercial and retail property available for sale, lease or development.
Funding for Downtown Colonial Beach, the Main Street America Affiliate program that is working
towards full Main Street certification.
m‘(.uw“““"www‘ a Support for Commercial Historic District.
- \011\3\ Beach earns i | Collaboration with Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce, which is taking a lead in formulating
h]ﬁtoﬂl district deb]gnallo - incentives for business investment and sponsors numerous festivals that bring thousands of visitors
N =g = g into town.
Professional marketing firm to promote the Town.
Revised Town website (in development) for easier access to permits, forms, licenses and business
applications.
Town support for an Alliance of more than 20 community organizations mutually support each other
on community improvements and meeting community needs.
Business-friendly incentives that support job growth and attract missing staples of our local economy.
« Local Technology Zone and a Tourism Zone Economic Incentives
« Local Revitalization Revolving Loan Fund for Capital Improvements
« Enterprise Zone Regional Incentives
« Rehabilitation Tax Credits in Historic District
« 504 Loan Programs & SBA Development Center
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oups help o earn s "; ' Many business owners choose to live in Colonial Beach.

rict designatio !ﬂ. 4 ¥ { It’s a great place to raise a family.

You'll be able to walk, bike, or take a golf cart to work.
Your children can get to their neighborhood school -
on their own. It’s also reassuring to know that
Colonial Beach is one of the safest towns in Virginia.
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2 N Caloal Beach 1s a Galf Cart Community ~ Colonial Beach Foundation “Meet-Ups”  New Colantal Beach Elementary School.
T (Fato courtesy of foyce Cumdersan) introduce newcomers to the community.  Owr tndepemdent school system 5 a focal potmt for community tnteractions.
ASK US ABOUT THESE COLLABORATIONS. (Pota coartesy of Evic Netsom) (Phofo cawttesy of yce Relwdierr)

Destination Downtown Colonial Beach | Marksting Brochurs

Colonial Beach has been receiving a lot of aitention lately. We’ve been partnering with
major universities and government agencies. Business incentives have been intfroduced.
New business owners might even want to live here and raise their children in our safe,
walkable, bikeable, golf cart community.



From Robin Schick, Mayor, Town of Colonial Beach ?
A lot of exciting things are happening--Town of Colonial Beach is coming of age! ~

We are excited about the growth and diversification that will be realized through

@ number of revitalization efforts that welcomes anyone to join our vibrant,
livable, fun, and business-friendly waterfront community.

» Share prospectus with desired retaill

» Target best prospects based on Market
Analysis

» Collaborate with Town Government and
other economic development organizations
on Rural Community Development Initiative

» Activate design component of RCDI for
commercial district beautification

» Gear up for SBDC Small Town and Merchant
program training and consultations

» Weigh all regulatory and policy changes for
: the downtown on whether they help or hurt
G downtown businesses

n Schick,
Mayor of Colonial Beach Colonial Beach Town Manager
(804) 224-7181 (804) 224-7181
rschick@colonialbeachva.net iadamsjacobs@colonialbeachva.net I

Michael J. Fitzpatrick,

Take steps to assure that downtown
G el oG revitalization benefits all the residents of
N i S Colonial Beach. Expand and secure resident
e ([ housing




