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COLONIAL BEACH, VA

The Beach Town with a History
A stylish and genteel resort during the steamboat era, a casino and 
gambling hub mid-century, Colonial Beach is the beach town with a 
history.  More presidents were born nearby than anywhere else in the US: 
Washington, Madison and Monroe. Although Frederick Law Olmstead 
absconded with our famous white sand for use in Central Park, the 
well-to-do from Washington, DC still built riverside retreats here in the 
19th century, notable among them W. Andrew Bell, father of Alexander 
Graham Bell, whose family’s home still stands proudly overlooking the 
Potomac. A tragic “Oyster War” took place here in the 20th century. 

But its heritage today is more endangered than that of the Osprey. Our 
remaining historic structures could deteriorate past saving if restoration 
doesn’t start soon.  

As a VA Main Street affiliate, Downtown Colonial Beach can save two 
birds with one stone by using the funds raised from the Osprey Festival for 
preservation-based revitalization, specifically by completing the process 
of obtaining state and federal certification for the town’s historic district.

The town of Colonial Beach has a storied past. We hope this Osprey 
Festival will help us to discover in our past, our abundant natural 
resources, and the friendliness of our warm and inclusive community, the 
keys to a more prosperous future.  Welcome, enjoy yourself and come 
back again, and again!

Downtown Colonial Beach, Inc. gratefully acknowledges the 
sponsors of this first ever Colonial Beach Osprey Festival: 

Osprey Level Sponsors - $300 or more 
The Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce

Seagull Level Sponsors - $100 or more 
Dominion Energy 
NSWC Federal Credit Union 
Atlantic Broadband 
Colonial Beach Outfitters 
Rob Rudick and Joyce Reimherr 
Susan and Bryon Mack
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OSPREY FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OSPREY FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

“SCAVENGER HUNT”  
“Find the Bird” at the following locations:
Artists’ Alliance at JarretThor Fine Arts (open until 9 pm) 
Attica
The Beach Shop on the Boardwalk
Colonial Beach Historical Society & Museum (only open Saturday & Sunday) 
Compulsive Cravings Antiques
Drift & Thrift 
Peddler’s Market 
RAGGS
Rankin’s Furniture
Visions by Shirl (open until 9 pm) 

PRIZES INCLUDE (1st & 2nd Do not need to be present to win. Must pick-up Easter Basket.)
1st Prize:  Overnight at Riverview Inn, Gift Certificate for Dinner at Denson’s Market and 
Restaurant, flight of craft brews from Colonial Beach Brewery.

2nd Prize:  Original, handcrafted jewelry by Andrea Clement. See her jewelry at 
Coldwell Banker and her artwork at Artists’ Alliance at JarretThor.

Children’s Prize:  Take your children along (or children take your parents along).  
Easter Basket.

“Cock” Tail Hours (hours may vary)
Dockside Restaurant & Tiki Bar
Tides Inn 
Colonial Beach Brewery
High Tides on the Potomac & Pearl Tiki Bar

Art Walk   See new art at:
Artists’ Alliance at Jarrett Thor featuring Bonnie Murray Collagraphs, Juried 
Regional Bird Art Show, and AA Member Show. Purchase raffle tickets here  
for Osprey Mosaic by Eric Nelson. (100 Taylor St., #101)

Visions by Shirl featuring bird and wildlife artists from Colonial Beach  
(116 Hawthorne St.)

Chamber of Commerce, new work by local artists, Casey Blaylock and  
Dawn Whitmore (106 Hawthorne St.)

Colonial Beach Artists’ Guild, monthly show at Coldwell Banker Real Estate  
(233 N. Irving Ave.) 

Potomac River Fisheries Commission featuring Jane Huie and Norma Baretincic. 
Carpenter Building (222 Taylor St.)

Dockside Realty, new works by regional artists. (104 Taylor St.)

Colonial Beach Brewery, featuring bird photographs of Erich Cosby

FRIDAY
10 AM
–5 PM

5 PM– 
8 PM

6 PM– 
9 PM

5

SATURDAY
9 AM– 
5 PM

Opening Ceremony: Blessing of the Birds. Announcements

Exhibit Area and Children’s Activities open to all

“Find the Bird” Scavenger Hunt continues (pick up cards at 
Chamber of Commerce booth or participating retailers). 

Raffle ticket sales at DCB booth for Osprey Mosaic by Eric Nelson.

8 PM– 
11 PM

GRAND OLE O’SPRY CONCERT
DOCKSIDE RESTAURANT AND TIKI BAR 
featuring Big Gavel Band

TIME GUIDED WALKS
TALKS                         

Fisheries Bldg.
TALKS                        

Rankin's
TROLLEY TOURS GOLF CART TOURS

9:30 Bird Walks Intro to Bird Watching
Ospreys, Nests & CB 

History
Tours of the Osprey 
Nests on "The Point"

10:30 Bird Walks
Ospreys & Other 

Raptors
Ospreys, Nests & CB 

History
Tours of the Osprey 
Nests on "The Point"

11:30 Bird Walks Intro to Bird Watching
Restaurant Drop-
offs and Pickups

Tours of the Osprey 
Nests on "The Point"

12:00

12:30 Bird Walks

1:00 Hummingbirds

1:30 Bird Walks
Ospreys, Nests & CB 

History
Tours of the Osprey 
Nests on "The Point"

2:00 Waterbirds

2:30 Bird Walks
Ospreys, Nests & CB 

History
Tours of the Osprey 
Nests on "The Point"

3:00 Intro to Bird Watching

3:30 Bird Walks Ospreys, Nests 
Tours of the Osprey 
Nests on "The Point"

4:00 Ospreys & Other 
Raptors

4:30 BIrd Walks

 No ticket required.

LUNCH BREAK LOCAL RESTAURANTS

VA Bluebirds & Building 
Habits for Birdlife in 

Your Backyard

Building Osprey 
Platforms

Restaurant Drop-offs 
and Pickups

Boat Tours (weather permitting) of Osprey nests from the water. 
Extra fee $20. Leaves from small pier next to Town Pier.
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SPEAKER BIOS

Mike Callahan  Intro to Bird Watching, Osprey talks and Bus Tours Mike Callahan 
is a naturalist by hobby and profession and is an avid birdwatcher. He is a part time 
Park Interpreter at Caledon State Park in King George, VA and teaches environmental 
education for Charles County Public Schools in Maryland at Nanjemoy Creek 
Environmental Education Center. Mike is the current Raptor Conservation Committee 
Chairman and a past President of Southern Maryland Audubon Society.

Joe Cooney, Lead guide, Northern Neck Audubon Society Could Joe have developed 
his affinity for birds from spending 24 years in the Air Force?  Perhaps. But these days 
his interest in flight has more to do with spotting birds on the wing. He attests to the 
accessibility of birdwatching, one reason he loves it, having only been involved for the 
last four years. Joe also contributes to Citizen Science which provides data for scientific 
research. (See Citizen Science presentation at 11 am, Sat., Colonial Beach Cooper 
Branch library) 

Courtney & Warren French. Hummingbirds Courtney and husband Warren have 
been avid birders and backyard bird feeders for most of their lives so it was an easy 
transition to opening Wild Bird Unlimited as a second career where they could share 
their passion with others. Formerly a long term care nurse, Courtney is now keeping our 
bird population on life support.

Melissa Gross. Intro to Bird Watching, walks & more The current president of the 
Northern Neck Audubon Society, Melissa dearly loves osprey, bird walks, and other 
active outdoor pastimes. Her grandparents nurtured a respect for nature in general 
and ospreys in particular. After spending 23 years as a firefighter/medic, she returned 
to her fundamental interests in birds, nature, and music, but added in environmental 
activism. She has a BS in Biology from Mary Washington College.   

Anne Little, VA Bluebirds and Creating Habitat in Your Backyard  Past President and 
Co-Founder of the Virginia Bluebird Society, (VBS). Ann and her husband Carl also 
lead Tree Fredericksburg, a group that has planted over 6,500 trees in the city of 
Fredericksburg.  They lead the effort to save the Virginia Bluebird and repopulate them 
throughout Virginia and elsewhere.

Pam Narney, Osprey Bus Tours Ospreys have had a major influence on Pam’s life. In 
fact that’s one of the major reasons she and her husband moved to Colonial Beach. 
When looking at a house, Pam and husband John were looking at a house when 
they saw an osprey and his mate getting romantic. It proved love at first sight for the 
Narneys as well and they’ve been relishing the local ospreys ever since, so much so that 
Pam’s become known as the “Osprey Queen.” 

Captain Wes Jackson, Boat Tours Captain Wes is a USCG certified 100 ton captain 
who has spent his entire life working the water, and serving the community in the Fire/
EMS service. He owns two boats Miss Kayleigh and Honey Bee. The honey bee is 48ft 
and certified for up to 30 passengers for tours/cruising and fishing.  

Mitzi Saffos and Jean Conanty, Trolley Tour History Guides.  Mitzi, who majored 
in American Studies at Mary Washington College, is Curator of the Colonial Beach 
Museum, and co-owner of the Colonial Beach Brewery.  Jean is the Museum’s Volunteer 
Coordinator and organizes the town’s annual Fathers’ Day Classic Car Show.

SATURDAY CHILDREN’S SCHEDULE
“Find the Bird” Scavenger Hunt   Local Retail Stores, Museum, Artists’ 
Alliance at Jarrett Thor Gallery. Continues through Sunday, 5 pm. Cards 
entered into raffle for an Easter Basket

Craft Activities (Town Hill) 

Making Bird Houses Karen Julihn, Artists’ Alliance Gallery

Painting Bird Houses Beach Area Music and Mentoring (BAMM)

Making Bird Feeders Beach Area Music and Mentoring (BAMM)

Citizen Science Program Cooper Branch Library, 20 Washington, Ave.

Story Hour, Town Hill

9 AM–
5 PM

11 AM

10 AM

OSPREY FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
8 AM– 
4:30 PM

10 AM– 
5 PM

10 AM– 
2 PM

5 PM– 
6 PM

11 AM

3 PM

Bird Scavenger Hunt, Westmoreland State Park, 145 Cliff Road, 
Montross, VA 22520. Prizes. Pick up Hunt Card at Visitor Center. 
Fee for parking.

“Find the Bird” Scavenger Hunt continues in retail stores, galleries, 
and museum in Colonial Beach. 

James Monroe Birthplace. Visitors’ Center/Museum Open 11 am to 
4 pm, Walk the James Monroe Timeline and circular path going down 
to Monroe Bay

George Washington’s Birthplace (see additional information under 
Bird Watching In and Around Colonial Beach)

Stratford Hall (see additional information under Bird Watching In 
and Around Colonial Beach)

Prize Winners Drawn from Raffle for Osprey Mosaic by Eric Nelson, 
Artists’ Alliance at Jarret Thor Fine Arts.

Prizes Drawn for Winners of “Find the Bird” Scavenger Hunt, 
Artists’ Alliance at Jarret Thor Fine Arts. 

Eagle Tour, Caledon State Park, 11617 Caledon Rd., 
King George, VA 22485

“Owl”some Afternoon, Caledon State Park.

HISTORIC SITES WITH BIRD WATCHING OPPORTUNITIES
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9

ACTIVITIES 
Guide-led Bird Walks 
Joe Cooney and Melissa Gross, Guides. Handicapped accessible bird walks along the 
Colonial Beach Boardwalk and Beach every hour on the half hour. Provides an introduction 
to shorebirds, including Ospreys, as well as any other birds along the route.  Learn about 
creating a list of the birds you see, their numbers, and characteristics. You’ll be amazed at 
the variety of birds you can see in a relatively short distance.

Osprey Nests and History Trolley Tour  
Throughout Colonial Beach. Presenter: Pam Narney, Ospreys. Jean Conaty and Mitzi 
Saffos, History of Colonial Beach. Pam the “Osprey Queen,” shares her expertise and 
stories from her long term love of the ospreys. Historians share the history of Colonial Beach 
including some of wild and wooly tales of life in a river town.

ARTIST BIOS
Eric Nelson, Creator of the Osprey Mosaic is a member of the Artists’ Alliance at 
JarretThor. Eric Nelson employs several techniques in his artwork including mosaics 
in bas relief, translucent acrylic on mylar and translucent acrylic on windows. He 
draws inspiration for his artwork from a quote by 19th century French philosopher 
who said “if you asked me what I came into this world to do, I will tell you I came 
to live out loud.”  Eric’s artwork is bold and colorful and filled with vitality. He 
supports his art habit by selling real estate for Coldwell Banker. He can be reached 
at ArtfullyEric@gmail.com or on facebook at Artfully Eric.

Andrea Clement, of Colonial Beach who created our Osprey Festival signs is 
a well-known and loved regional artist. Born in Trinidad and Tobago, her work 
reflects the islands’ vibrant and colorful hues. Her work is shown at the Artists’ 
Alliance at Jarret Thor Fine Arts, and her jewelry can be seen at Coldwell Banker.

Barbara Brennan, Posters, Rack Card and Program Guide designer. Barbara is a 
graphic and museum exhibit designer, who retired to the Northern Neck after 30 
years at the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum. Her paintings in oil 
and pastel are shown at tthe Artists’ Alliance at Jarrett Thor Fine Arts.

Bonnie Murray, Collagraphs, at the Artists Alliance @JTFA. These pieces are 
a dynamic portion of a great body of work. Represented in many private and 
corporate collections throughout the United States, Bonnie’s work is exceptional in 
its great understanding of and execution in an unusual medium.

ACTIVITIES CONTINUED
Golf Cart Tour of Nests on Colonial Beach Point 
Abbreviated information about the Ospreys and Colonial Beach history, but tour of 
some of the most scenic portions of Colonial Beach. Some visits to Marinas with a 
concentration of osprey nests. Golf Carts are being provided courtesy of Beach Cart 
Rental and Custom Cartz, LLC

Native Plant Sale, Rankin’s Hardware. Continues all weekend. Plants recommended by 
Anne Little, presenter on creating habitat for birds in your back yard.

Boat Rides (Weather permitting) down the Potomac and around Monroe Bay to get 
up close and personal with the ospreys will be available for an extra fee of $20 per 
person. The boat will leave every 2 hours from the small pier just north of the long 
Town Pier starting at 10 a.m. Sign-up and pay at the Downtown Colonial Beach 
Exhibit on Town Hill.

BIRD TALKS 
Introduction to Bird Watching 
Get a quick and basic introduction to birdwatching with this presentation. Learn what 
you need to get started and how to go about birdwatching as a beginner.

Ospreys and Other Raptors 
Learn about the Osprey and raptors or birds of prey that can be found in Colonial 
Beach. Will cover Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, Eastern Screech Owl, Barred Owl and Great-horned Owl.

Hummingbirds on Parade 
The Ups, Downs and Sideways of the World’s Smallest Birds. Presenters Courtney and 
Warren French. Bird talk about hummingbirds, specifically attracting and feeding, 
migration patterns, mating and raising their young, planting for hummingbirds and 
some fun and interesting trivia and common myths about this species. 

Bluebird Basics: Attracting & Keeping Bluebirds in Your Yard.   
Participants will be shown how to attract these beautiful birds to your yard, give hints 
on how to provide a safe habitat and will provide information on native vegetation 
that you can plant that will provide food for the bluebirds.  There will also be 
information and other native cavity nesting birds in Virginia and how you can help 
increase their chances for survival.  Will also cover efforts to preserve and increase 
Virginia’s bluebird population and how you can help.

Osprey Conservation and Platforms.  
Presenter: Matt Overton. Talk will cover Dominion Energy’s  
avian program, osprey conservation efforts, and constructing  
osprey platforms. 

Zoom Zoom Zoom

Collagraph by 
Bonnie Murray

On display now at the Artists’ Alliance at 
Jarrett Thor Fine Arts Gallery

museum eXhibition design

touch screen eXperiences     

ethanibrennan@gmail.com   youtube.com/301brennan   703.994.9768

brennanbb48@gmail.com   www.bbrennanstudio.com   703.402.7164

expert design services by barbara brennan    son

2 bs are better than 1

design

b

be

2b graphic design—logos    brochures8

8
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the variety of birds you can see in a relatively short distance.

Osprey Nests and History Trolley Tour  
Throughout Colonial Beach. Presenter: Pam Narney, Ospreys. Jean Conaty and Mitzi 
Saffos, History of Colonial Beach. Pam the “Osprey Queen,” shares her expertise and 
stories from her long term love of the ospreys. Historians share the history of Colonial Beach 
including some of wild and wooly tales of life in a river town.

ARTIST BIOS
Eric Nelson, Creator of the Osprey Mosaic is a member of the Artists’ Alliance at 
JarretThor. Eric Nelson employs several techniques in his artwork including mosaics 
in bas relief, translucent acrylic on mylar and translucent acrylic on windows. He 
draws inspiration for his artwork from a quote by 19th century French philosopher 
who said “if you asked me what I came into this world to do, I will tell you I came 
to live out loud.”  Eric’s artwork is bold and colorful and filled with vitality. He 
supports his art habit by selling real estate for Coldwell Banker. He can be reached 
at ArtfullyEric@gmail.com or on facebook at Artfully Eric.

Andrea Clement, of Colonial Beach who created our Osprey Festival signs is 
a well-known and loved regional artist. Born in Trinidad and Tobago, her work 
reflects the islands’ vibrant and colorful hues. Her work is shown at the Artists’ 
Alliance at Jarret Thor Fine Arts, and her jewelry can be seen at Coldwell Banker.

Barbara Brennan, Posters, Rack Card and Program Guide designer. Barbara is a 
graphic and museum exhibit designer, who retired to the Northern Neck after 30 
years at the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum. Her paintings in oil 
and pastel are shown at tthe Artists’ Alliance at Jarrett Thor Fine Arts.

Bonnie Murray, Collagraphs, at the Artists Alliance @JTFA. These pieces are 
a dynamic portion of a great body of work. Represented in many private and 
corporate collections throughout the United States, Bonnie’s work is exceptional in 
its great understanding of and execution in an unusual medium.

ACTIVITIES CONTINUED
Golf Cart Tour of Nests on Colonial Beach Point 
Abbreviated information about the Ospreys and Colonial Beach history, but tour of 
some of the most scenic portions of Colonial Beach. Some visits to Marinas with a 
concentration of osprey nests. Golf Carts are being provided courtesy of Beach Cart 
Rental and Custom Cartz, LLC

Native Plant Sale, Rankin’s Hardware. Continues all weekend. Plants recommended by 
Anne Little, presenter on creating habitat for birds in your back yard.

Boat Rides (Weather permitting) down the Potomac and around Monroe Bay to get 
up close and personal with the ospreys will be available for an extra fee of $20 per 
person. The boat will leave every 2 hours from the small pier just north of the long 
Town Pier starting at 10 a.m. Sign-up and pay at the Downtown Colonial Beach 
Exhibit on Town Hill.

BIRD TALKS 
Introduction to Bird Watching 
Get a quick and basic introduction to birdwatching with this presentation. Learn what 
you need to get started and how to go about birdwatching as a beginner.

Ospreys and Other Raptors 
Learn about the Osprey and raptors or birds of prey that can be found in Colonial 
Beach. Will cover Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, Eastern Screech Owl, Barred Owl and Great-horned Owl.

Hummingbirds on Parade 
The Ups, Downs and Sideways of the World’s Smallest Birds. Presenters Courtney and 
Warren French. Bird talk about hummingbirds, specifically attracting and feeding, 
migration patterns, mating and raising their young, planting for hummingbirds and 
some fun and interesting trivia and common myths about this species. 

Bluebird Basics: Attracting & Keeping Bluebirds in Your Yard.   
Participants will be shown how to attract these beautiful birds to your yard, give hints 
on how to provide a safe habitat and will provide information on native vegetation 
that you can plant that will provide food for the bluebirds.  There will also be 
information and other native cavity nesting birds in Virginia and how you can help 
increase their chances for survival.  Will also cover efforts to preserve and increase 
Virginia’s bluebird population and how you can help.

Osprey Conservation and Platforms.  
Presenter: Matt Overton. Talk will cover Dominion Energy’s  
avian program, osprey conservation efforts, and constructing  
osprey platforms. 

Zoom Zoom Zoom

Collagraph by 
Bonnie Murray

On display now at the Artists’ Alliance at 
Jarrett Thor Fine Arts Gallery
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BIRD WATCHING IN AND AROUND COLONIAL BEACH

11

LOCATIONS
Balloons mark the spot for “Find the Bird” Scavenger Hunt, (Yellow) “Cock” tail hours & 
music (Red), Retaurant Specials (Green). 

Bird walks leave from Northern Neck Audubon Exhibit in the Festival area on Town Hill.

Trolley Tours leave from Colonial Avenue, alongside Town Hill.

Golf Cart Tours will leave from area behind the stage on Town Hill.

Bird Talks occur at two places. Talks occur throughout the day at the Carpenter  
Building, Headquarters of the Potomac River Fisheries Commission, 222 Taylor St., 
behind Town Hill.

Additional Bird Talks that demonstrate how to build osprey platforms and bluebird 
houses take place at Rankin’s Hardware, 535 Euclid St., at far end of the Colonial 
Beach Shopping Center.

Boat Rides (weather permitting) leave from the smaller pier next to the Town Pier.

PARKING
Parking is available in the Wilder Lot for $2.00 per hour. Free parking is available on 
the street (where allowed) and for 2 hours at the Municipal lot by the Colonial Beach 
Museum and Historical Society. In the afternoon, visitors attending the Bird Talks at 
Rankin’s Hardware can park in that lot. Also, the Osprey Festival is close enough to the 
major motels (the RiverEdge and the Riverview Inn), that guests staying there, can park 
for free in their lots. Presenters and exhibitors are to park in the Fisheries Commission lot.

MAP KEY

INSERT

1  Artists’ Alliance / Jarrett Thor
2  Attica
3  Beach Shop
4  Carpenter / Fisheries
5  Colonial Beach Brewery
6  Compulsive Cravings
7  Denson’s Restaurant
8  Dockside Restaurant
9  Drift and Thrift
10 Fisheries / Carpenter
11 Four Seasons Restaurant
12 High Tides Restaurant
13 Historical Society Museum
14 Lenny’s Restaurant

15 Library

16 Lighthouse Restaurant

17 Ola’s Country Restaurant

18 Peddler’s Market

19 Raggs

20 Rankin’s Furniture

21 Rankin’s Hardware

22 Suki Thai Restaurant

23 Tides Inn

24 Town Hill

25 Visions by Shirl

26 Wilkerson’s Restaurant
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EXHIBITORS

The Rappahannock Wildlife Refuge Friends is an independent, nonprofit group 
of individuals dedicated to supporting the National Wildlife Refuge System and 
promoting awareness of the Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
through education and support.

Downtown Colonial Beach, Inc. Ticket sales, pick up program, sign up for activities. 
Downtown Colonial Beach’s exhibit also provides information about its purpose and 
projects. They will be selling Red Geraniums for their annual “Plant the Town Red” 
Campaign, and will be raffling off a mosaic of an osprey on the wing, an original 
work recently created by multi-media artist Eric Nelson. 

Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce The Chamber of Commerce will have the 
new directories of businesses and events calendar for 2019. Cards will also be 
available there for the “Find the Bird Scavenger Hunt” through local retail stores, 
galleries, and the Historical Museum.

Colonial Beach Outfitters describes itself as creatively outfitting the community 
through collaborations!  They bring out the fun in Colonial Beach, coming up with 
untold ways to bring the community together to play. They’re involved with boating, 
entertainment, kayak rentals, all kinds of recreation. 

BAMM (Beach Arts Music and Mentoring) program was formed out of a common 
belief that many local youth lacked access to art, music, life skills, and career 
guidance and to raise funds for a mentoring program to assist them. BAMM 
volunteers will be leading two children’s craft activities:  painting of bird houses  
and making bird feeders out of pinecones.

Artists’ Alliance, artist Karen Julihn will be holding a workshop to build bird 
houses from plastic containers. See her fanciful and charming paintings at the 
Artists’ Alliance Gallery, open all weekend.

Colonial Yacht Club, Calvin Messenger. Information on boating and marinas in 
Colonial Beach. Come see Charlie the Cardinal at their booth.

Fraternal Order of Eagles, and youth groups will be selling drinks and snacks to 
tide you over until you take a break to enjoy a meal at one of the many wonderful 
restaurants Colonial Beach has to offer.

Community Beach Foundation. Connects donors, nonprofit organizations, 
businesses, government, community groups, individuals, and leaders to serve  
the current and future needs of the people in and around Colonial Beach.  

BIRD WATCHING
IN AND AROUND COLONIAL BEACH

PARKS AND REFUGES

Caledon State Park, 11617 Caledon Rd., King George, VA 22485  Caledon is a “National 
Natural Landmark” known for its old growth forest and summer home to many American bald eagles. 
Trails, including Boyd’s Hole Trail, which leads to the Potomac River, are open year-round from dawn to 
dusk. On Sunday April 14th, there will be guided eagle tour at 11 am, and an owl tour at 3 pm.  

Westmoreland State Park, 145 Cliff Road, Montross, VA 22520.  Birding enthusiasts find the park an 
excellent site for spotting American bald eagles, ospreys, kingfishers, great blue herons, common terns, 
green herons and gulls, as well as wintering waterfowl. Hand-curated trail maps and driving directions as 
well as detailed reviews and photos from hikers, campers and nature lovers of their six miles of trails can 
be found at the Visitor Center. It has cabins and tenting sites as well as an Olympic-sized swimming pool, 
fishing pier, and power-boat ramp. Hunting for ancient shark teeth is another popular pastime there.

Rapahannock River Valley Wildlife Refuge, Warsaw, VA (go to www.fws.gov/refuge/
Rappahannock_River_Valley/about.html for exact directions.) The refuge currently consists of 9,030 acres 
with units in Essex, King George, Caroline, Richmond, and Westmoreland counties that include fresh 
water tidal marsh, forest swamp, upland deciduous forest, mixed pine forest, and grassland habitats. In 
2007, areas of the refuge were designated by the National Audubon Society as an Important Bird Area 
(IBA) based on criteria such as population, high concentration in a limited area, or other factors. The IBA 
designation coincides with areas of high bald eagle concentration. 

HISTORIC SITES

George Washingtons Birthplace Monument, 1732 Popes Creek Road, Colonial Beach, 
VA 22443. Birthplace of our first president, the park preserves the heart of the Washingtons’ lands in 
America. Generations of Washingtons lived on these lands and established a legacy of public service, 
leadership, and love of the land. While the more important facet of this jewel of a park is the historical 
significance, it is also full of birds and wildlife. Many different habitats are found here, from forest to 
field to brackish bay which makes for quite a diverse list of birds and plant life. You can take a short 
walk along the nature trail to the picnic area or a long walk or short drive to the marsh and beach area 
and see a great many species of birds. The link for the monument provides additional links for bird lists, 
animal tracks, and lists reptiles and amphibians that can be found here.  Open 9 am – 5 pm, seven days 
a week.No fee.

James Monroe’s Birthplace, 4460 James Monroe Highway, Colonial Beach, VA 22443.  
Just outside Colonial Beach on Rt. 205, Monroe’s birthplace is a lovely place where a reproduction of the 
Monroe Family home is now under construction. The Visitor Center there also serves as a small museum 
about James Monroe and Monroe family history. Behind the house is a long concrete walk that serves as 
a timeline of President Monroe’s life that is circled by a large path that passes by the site’s connection to 
the water. The woods’ combination of waterside, open area and woods circling that area is nurtures a 
large variety of birdlife. Usually open from Memorial to Labor Day, the Visitor’s Center is open Sunday, 
the 14th, especially for visitors to the Osprey Festival from 11 am to 4 pm.

James Madison Birthplace, Belle Grove Plantation Bed & Breakfast, 9221 Belle Grove 
Drive, King George, VA 22485 (located on the east side of the Rappahannock River across from  
Port Royal)  The plantation was established in 1670 on the banks of the Rappahannock River, the 
mansion built in 1791. The grounds offers excellent bird watching opportunities for local, migrating, 
and rare birds, including a resident osprey couple “James and Dolley.”  Grounds and mansion tours 
available. See website at www.bellegroveplantation.com.

Stratford Hall, 483 Great House Rd, Stratford, VA 22558.  17 miles southeast of Colonial Beach, 
Stratford Hall is the magnificent original mansion that was home to four generations of the Lee Family. 
On the expansive grounds there are several gardens and nature trails. Of special interest to birdwatchers 
would be the chance to spot Virginia bluebirds thanks to the large number of properly built and 
maintained bluebird houses there. (Note: visitors are cautioned to not look into the bird houses to avoid 
disturbing the nesting pairs.)
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Ranked #1 Restaurant on the 
Northern Neck!  

Open Friday and Saturday for 
Lunch 11am – 2pm  

& Dinner 5pm – 8pm 
Lunch is First Come, First Serve,  

and Reservations 
are recommended for Dinner.  

117 Washington Avenue 
Colonial Beach, Virginia 

804.224.4121 
A Must Try for Fresh Fare! 

 
 

RESTAURANTS RESTAURANTS

14

401 Colonial Ave. 
Colonial Beach, VA

Sandwiches * Fruits * Drinks 
*Snacks *Hot Coffee

Pick up your picnic at

Local, Regional & National Newspapers

731 Colonial Ave., Colonial Beach, VA
Home Cooking with gourmet flair

People rave about our  
broiled crabcakes!

1010 McKinney Blvd., Colonial Beach, VA 
804-224-9050

Down home Southern cooking 
Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 

BIG burgers!

11 Monroe Bay Ave. 
804-224-7580

Reservations Recommended

THE LIGHTHOUSE 
Wine and dine on French-Thai cuisine, curries, and 
seafood while watching the sunset over Monroe Bay.

The most romantic restaurant in Colonial Beach

Noi, the original Thai-French Restauranteur

Cozy as grandma’s kitchen

7-ELEVEN

FOUR SEASONS 
RESTAURANT

OLA’S COUNTRY COOKING

Presents...

Open All Year, Seven Days a Week

119 Hawthorne St., Colonial Beach, VA
804-410-2005

Authentic Thai cuisine, delicious Japanese & 
Sushi dishes. Daily Specials. 

Take Out/Delivery 

SUKI 
THE CUISINE

15

Where the community comes to build community 
(and business)

Open for Breakfast and Lunch
Let our breakfast bowls power you up for the day. 
Come back for lunch, a sandwich, salad and our 

not- to- be-missed rich, creamy crab soup.

301 Colonial Ave, Colonial Beach, VA  
(804) 224-9675

LENNY’S

 Discover how much fun they are to rent, 
or own one of your own. Your ticket 

covers a golf cart ride around The Point, 
courtesy of 

  Beach Cart Rental and Custom Cartz, 
LLC. Sign up at Northern Neck Audubon.

COLONIAL BEACH IS A GOLF 
CART COMMUNITY.



 
 

Ranked #1 Restaurant on the 
Northern Neck!  

Open Friday and Saturday for 
Lunch 11am – 2pm  

& Dinner 5pm – 8pm 
Lunch is First Come, First Serve,  

and Reservations 
are recommended for Dinner.  

117 Washington Avenue 
Colonial Beach, Virginia 

804.224.4121 
A Must Try for Fresh Fare! 

 
 

RESTAURANTS RESTAURANTS
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401 Colonial Ave. 
Colonial Beach, VA

Sandwiches * Fruits * Drinks 
*Snacks *Hot Coffee

Pick up your picnic at

Local, Regional & National Newspapers

731 Colonial Ave., Colonial Beach, VA
Home Cooking with gourmet flair

People rave about our  
broiled crabcakes!

1010 McKinney Blvd., Colonial Beach, VA 
804-224-9050

Down home Southern cooking 
Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 

BIG burgers!

11 Monroe Bay Ave. 
804-224-7580

Reservations Recommended

THE LIGHTHOUSE 
Wine and dine on French-Thai cuisine, curries, and 
seafood while watching the sunset over Monroe Bay.

The most romantic restaurant in Colonial Beach

Noi, the original Thai-French Restauranteur

Cozy as grandma’s kitchen

7-ELEVEN

FOUR SEASONS 
RESTAURANT

OLA’S COUNTRY COOKING

Presents...

Open All Year, Seven Days a Week

119 Hawthorne St., Colonial Beach, VA
804-410-2005

Authentic Thai cuisine, delicious Japanese & 
Sushi dishes. Daily Specials. 

Take Out/Delivery 

SUKI 
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ACCOMODATIONS & ART ENTERTAINMENT

215 C Washington Ave 
Colonial Beach, VA

serving handcrafted small batch ales In 
the heart of Virginia’s Northern Neck

COLONIAL BEACH 
BREWERY

540-760-5661

804-214-9352

200 N. Irving Ave. 
Colonial Beach, VA

A Victorian Inn one short block 
from the Potomac River beach. 

All organic fare

TIDES INN B&B and MARKET

22 Top Regional Artists

100 Taylor St. # 101 & 102 Colonial Beach 
804 224 7200, www.aajtfa.com

Hours:  Thu-Sun 11-5, Closed Thursdays in Winter

Artists’ Alliance 
at Jarrett Thor 

Fine Arts

Special Osprey Festival Art Shows 
(through May 5):

Artists’ Alliance Member Show
 Guest Artist Bonnie Murray’s 

Avian Collagraph Prints
Juried Regional  

Bird Art Show 
Raffle for Mosaic 

Osprey by Eric Nelson
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HOUSE AND HOME

19

MY SCHEDULE & NOTES

535 Euclid Avenue
Colonial Beach, VA 22443-1907

804-224-8996

Lawn and garden supplies, building materials, electrical 
and plumbing, boating and fishing, and paint, plus...

Bird Lovers’ Headquarters!
Bird Houses, Feeders, Bird Seed

Open Monday thru Saturday 7 am to 7 pm, Sunday 8 am to 4 pm

RANKIN’S HARDWARE
The Colonial Beach Home Store...
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Souvenir booklet design by B2 DESIGN . barbara brennan & son 
brennanbe@verizon.net  or  ethanibrennan@gmail.com

Come back again,  and again!

Photograph by Ken Byrd


